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a slightly inereaned temperature. But owing to the more stable conditions continuous envelopes of metal* in the ^aneoiiH state are formed, which check the IOHH of heat ami reduce the brilliancy of colour; whence it follows that bodies like our nun may be really hotter than the most brilliant white stars, though not giving out quite so much heat. The IOHH of heat, in therefore reduced; and thin may serve to account for the undoubted fact that during the enormous e|xu'hs of geological time there has been very little diminution in the amount of heat, we have-received from the .sun.
On the general question of the metforitie hypothesis one of our first mnthenwt it-inns, Professor George Darwin, has thus expresKcd his views: u The conception of the growth of the planetary bodies by the aggregation of meteorites in a good oms and perhaps m(tn« more probable than the hypothesis that the whole solar system wnu gaseous," I may add, that one of the chief objections made to it, that mi'teoritefj are too complex to be supposed to be the primitive matter out of which KU«H and worlds have hwi wndts dot's not neern to me valid. The primitive matter,, whatever it wits, may him* been used up again and ngturt, and if coIliMorw of large solid globes ever occur—nnd it h AHKiunwl by most itKtronojww that they muut «ometim«H occur—then meteoric particles of all «»?.«»« would bf produced which might t-xhihtt any complexity «f mineral ctniHtitution, The miitcrtnl univrwe has probably been in existence long enough for nil the primitive elements to have been again And again combined into the nutu»rnl« found upon the earth and many othtTw. It run not In* too often repeated that no cxplana- »        -*        •      *t«      X—     —      ^^•'JSCiK^"^,      3E
